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tough on crime,” said Hank Sheinkopf, a 
political strategist. To some extent, 
Sheinkopf argued, fears over crime were 
an expression of voters’ larger unease 
with an administration seemingly una-
ble to contend with rising consumer 
prices, a lingering pandemic or a belli-
cose Russia. “There’s a general sense 
that things are out of control, that it’s 
not being managed, whether that’s true 
or not. And the Democrats are in 
charge,” he said.

A Pew poll released last week showed 
just 41 per cent of Americans approved 
of the job Biden was doing after one year 
in the White House. The same survey 
found that 59 per cent said they were not 
confident in his ability to “effectively 
handle law enforcement and criminal 
justice issues”.

Jen Psaki, White House press secre-
tary, pushed back this week against sug-
gestions the Biden administration and 
Democrats were “out of touch” on issues 
such as safety and criminal justice.

“I think we all agree, or should agree, 
that violent crime is a serious problem,” 
Psaki said. “Our view is that instead of 

turning this into a political football, we 
need to be focused from the beginning 
of the president’s time, all of his time in 
office, on reducing crime and keeping 
our communities safe.”

In Los Angeles, the fatal shooting in 
December of socialite Jacqueline Avant 
during a break-in at her Beverly Hills 
home has rattled wealthy residents and 
is threatening to overturn the city’s pro-
gressive politics. Avant was a major 
Democratic fundraiser, wife of music 
executive Clarence Avant and mother-
in-law of Netflix co-chief executive Ted 
Sarandos. Her killing — one of 397 mur-
ders last year, the most since 2006 — has 
led some Hollywood Democrats to con-
clude the city should elect a law-and-or-
der mayor in this autumn’s election.

Criminal justice has long been a vexed 
issue for Biden. As a presidential pri-
mary candidate, he was forced to defend 
his record after fellow Democrats 
attacked him for his sponsorship of the 
1994 crime bill that was signed into law 
by Bill Clinton and later widely blamed 
for a spike in the mass incarceration of 
black Americans. Biden later apologised 

for the legislation, saying it was a “big 
mistake”. As president, he has tried to 
steer a middle course, promising police 
reform legislation after the murder of 
George Floyd while, at the same time, 
rejecting calls to “defund” the police. 

In New York, the political perils of 
appearing soft on crime became evident 
when Alvin Bragg, the new Manhattan 
district attorney, was pilloried for issu-
ing a staff memo on his first day in office 
that advised prosecutors to seek incar-
ceration only for the most serious 
offences. He has since retreated. 

New York City last year recorded 488 
murders, a fraction of the 2,262 
recorded in 1990 following the ravages 
of the fiscal crisis and the crack epi-
demic. Nevertheless, murders had 
dipped below 300 in 2018 and the surge 
in shootings has awakened fears of a 
return to the past. 

“I’m going to find and strike that right 
balance,” Adams promised. Whether he 
can do so will be of keen interest to New 
Yorkers, but not only New Yorkers.
Additional reporting by Christopher 
Grimes in Los Angeles

Democratic party. Law and order

Biden embraces New York’s crime-fighting mayor 

JOSHUA CHAFFIN — NEW YORK 
LAUREN FEDOR — WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden will visit New York 
City today, hoping the new mayor will 
help him reassure anxious voters that 
the Democrats can be trusted to address 
a rise in violent crime afflicting big cities 
across the country and threatening his 
administration.

Biden’s meeting with Eric Adams is an 
acknowledgment that crime — a perpet-
ual concern in American politics — has 
again grabbed hold of the national con-
sciousness. Shootings have surged since 
the Covid pandemic began in 2020, and 
have remained at elevated levels since 
then in much of the country. The sense 
of disorder has been amplified by bra-
zen “smash mob” robberies of luxury 
retailers and a plague of shoplifting that 
has unfolded with seeming impunity.

In New York, Biden will encounter a 
city traumatised by the shootings of five 
police officers since the beginning of the 
year, as well as the murder of a teenage 
cashier at a Burger King and the wound-
ing by a stray bullet of an 11-month-old 
baby girl.

Yesterday, fellow police officers laid 
to rest Wilbert Mora, who was shot dead 
after responding to a domestic distur-
bance call at a Harlem apartment. A 
funeral for his rookie partner, Jason Riv-
era, who was killed in the same incident, 
was held last week. 

In Adams, New York elected a Demo-
cratic mayor whose background as a 
black activist and former police captain 
appears to make him unusually suited 
for the moment. He is garnering 
national attention for his vow to aggres-
sively confront violent crime without 
resorting to heavy-handed tactics of the 
past that were often abusive, and dis-
proportionately applied to black and 
Latino citizens. 

“We will not surrender our city to the 
violent few,” he declared last week, call-
ing gun violence “a public health crisis” 
that had to be addressed with urgency.

“Adams is the great hope of the Demo-
crats because he’s not doctrinaire, 
because he’s black, because he’s from 
the city and because he appears to be 

President views Adams’ policy 

as way to soothe public unease 

about rise in serious offences

Grieving city: 
New York mayor 
Eric Adams 
addresses 
mourners 
during a funeral 
service for 
police officer 
Jason Rivera last 
week at 
St Patrick’s 
Cathedral
Mary Altaffer/AP

‘There’s a 
general 
sense that 
things are 
out of 
control, 
that it’s not 
being 
managed’
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GUY CHAZAN — BERLIN
MADHUMITA MURGIA — LONDON

Germany’s constitutional court has told 
Facebook it must divulge the personal 
data of users who insulted a prominent 
Green politician, in a judgment that 
could have far-reaching consequences 
for social media platforms operating in 
Germany.

The politician, Renate Künast, had 
identified 22 insulting comments on 
Facebook and asked the company to 
provide her with the authors’ data so she 
could sue them.

Users  had cal led her a  “brain 
amputee”, a “sick woman” and “paedo-
filth”, among other insults, according to 
the court’s verdict. Two regional courts 
in Berlin considered only 12 of the 22 
comments criminal and said politicians 
should be able to tolerate “even exces-
sive criticism”.

But in the judgment published yester-
day the constitutional court ruled that 
all 22 comments were criminal. The 
judges said the Berlin courts had failed 
to “strike the right balance between 
freedom of speech and privacy rights, as 
required by the constitution”. The 
court’s verdict is binding and cannot be 
appealed against. 

Germany has long been at the fore-
front of efforts to police the internet. 
The so-called Network Enforcement 

Act, locally known as the NetzDG, which 
came into force in 2018 requires plat-
forms such as Facebook and Twitter to 
remove potentially illegal material 
within 24 hours of being notified or face 
fines of up to €50mn.

A new, even tougher version of the 
NetzDG came into force yesterday oblig-
ing platforms to pass on the data of sus-
pected criminals to the German police. 
The law creates a new department at 
Germany’s Federal Criminal Police 

Office (BKA) designed to investigate 
suspected offenders on social media 
more quickly and efficiently. It is partic-
ularly aimed at the alarming rise in far-
right extremist posts on platforms such 
as Facebook. 

Critics of Facebook have long com-
plained of what they see as the plat-
form’s unwillingness to divulge the data 
of users who engage in hate speech. 
Prosecutors investigating cases of 
incitement say it often fails to respond 
to requests for information. 

In the UK, criticism was sparked last 
summer by online racist abuse targeted 
at black England footballers after the 
team’s loss in the Euro 2020 final. It led 
to a petition with more than half a mil-
lion signatories, and a new bill calling 
for identity verification on social media. 

Facebook said it would “take action 
on hate speech whenever we become 
aware of it and are continuously invest-
ing in teams, technology and reporting 
tools so we can find it faster”.

A statement from Meta, the corporate 
name for Facebook, said it would share 
the requested data about the people 
who insulted Künast as soon as the 
regional court in Berlin ordered it to do 
so, based on the constitutional court’s 
verdict. It said it invested $5bn in online 
safety and security last year.

The European Commission’s latest 
progress report last year found that 
Facebook removed around 70 per cent 
of hate speech posts, in line with 
demands set in a 2016 code of conduct 
agreed with Facebook and other social 
media platforms. 

MEHREEN KHAN — BRUSSELS 

Brussels has stuck by a decision to clas-
sify nuclear power and some forms of 
natural gas as green energy, defying 
criticism from scientists and climate 
change experts over its sustainable 
finance rules.

The European Commission yesterday 
published a largely unrevised final text 
of its “taxonomy for sustainable 
finance” which has come under fire 
from EU governments, environmental 
campaigners and the European Invest-
ment Bank for its acceptance of nuclear 
and forms of carbon-emitting gas. 

The taxonomy is a sweeping classifi-
cation system for industries that pro-
duce about 80 per cent of the bloc’s 
emissions to guide private capital into 
environmentally sustainable activities.

But Brussels was accused of bowing to 
pro-nuclear and pro-gas member states 
to include the two technologies under 
the green label in an initial draft first 
reported by the Financial Times.

Mairead McGuinness, EU commis-
sioner for financial services, said the 
text “may be imperfect but it’s a real 
solution that moves us forward towards 
our ultimate goal of climate neutrality”. 
She added: “The taxonomy does not 
mandate investment in certain sectors. 
It does not prohibit investment in the 
sectors covered. It is a signpost towards 
the private investment market.” 

Brussels’ final version of the text 
keeps the classification of nuclear 
power — which produces little CO2 but 
has toxic byproducts that pose radiation 
risks — largely unchanged. New nuclear 
power stations will qualify for the green 
label for permits issued before 2045 if 
countries can provide plans for safe 
waste management and decommission-
ing. The move is backed by nuclear-reli-
ant EU countries led by France. 

Natural gas will be given the green 
label if used to replace more polluting 
energy sources, such as coal, and if 
direct emissions from its use fall below 
270g of CO2 per kW/hour, or an average 
of less than 550kg a year over 20 years. 
This decision has been criticised by gov-
ernments in Spain, Austria, Denmark, 
Netherlands, Sweden and Luxembourg, 
which called for a threshold of 100g, in 
line with scientific advice provided by 
experts to the commission. 

Officials said EU commissioners from 
Portugal, Spain and Austria voted 
against the rules in an internal meeting.

The governments of Spain, Austria 
and Luxembourg have said they will 
reject the taxonomy outright, but their 
opposition will not be enough to create a 
majority of countries needed to block it. 
Members of the European Parliament 
can also veto the text with a majority 
vote within the next six months. 

Markus Ferber, a German conserva-
tive MEP, said the exercise “has failed” 
and warned the vote in the parliament 
was “by no means a sure-fire exercise”.

The EU’s reliance on natural gas — 
with Russia Europe’s largest single pro-
vider — has come under fire as Moscow 
raised military tensions over Ukraine.

Luca Bonaccorsi from Transport & 
Environment, a clean transport cam-
paign group, said the labelling of gas 
would sabotage the EU’s decarbonisa-
tion efforts. “It is a gift to Putin at the 
very time we should be ditching gas.”

Germany

Facebook told to reveal identity of abusers
Green politician seeks to 
sue those who posted 
insulting comments

Meta said it would share 
the requested data as soon 
as the regional court in 
Berlin ordered it to do so

Energy policy

EU ignores 
critics over 
green label for 
nuclear and 
gas power

COLBY SMITH — NEW YORK

When the US government rolled out a 
rescue fund to help small businesses 
stay afloat during the early days of the 
pandemic, the Paycheck Protection 
Program was faulted for being too 
small while doling out support to large 
companies. 

Lisa Cook, a professor of economics at 
Michigan State University, levelled 
another criticism: black-owned busi-
nesses received notably smaller PPP 
loans than white-owned ones, a gap 
stemming from flaws in the way the 
scheme was designed.

Cook is now poised to become the first 
black woman to serve on the Federal 
Reserve’s board of governors, after she 
was nominated by President Joe Biden 
alongside Philip Jefferson, dean of fac-
ulty at Davidson College and a former 
research economist for the Fed’s board.

Jefferson and Cook will today be 
grilled by the Senate banking commit-
tee, as will Sarah Bloom Raskin, a 
former deputy secretary of the US 
Treasury during the Obama administra-
tion whom Biden picked for the top reg-
ulatory position at the Fed. All three are 

expected to face a rocky ride during the 
confirmation process, which will culmi-
nate in a Senate vote. 

Democratic moderates who hold 
sway in the upper chamber have indi-
cated their support, including Joe Man-
chin from West Virginia, who said the 
nominees appear to be “extremely qual-
ified”. That means they are likely to be 
confirmed.

Yet they will have to defend their 
record against attacks from Republican 
senators, conservative commentators 
and business leaders. 

Pat Toomey, the top Republican on 
the committee, last week admonished 
Raskin and Cook for “serious omis-
sions” in submitted paperwork ahead of 
today’s appearance — “shoddy compli-
ance” that he said showed “a lack of 
respect for Congress”.

Toomey criticised Cook for omitting a 
webinar presentation she gave last year 
in which she expressed support for 
Democratic legislation, which would 
create a commission to study whether 
black people should be paid reparations 
for slavery.

Raskin, meanwhile, drew heat for not 
disclosing a letter she wrote attacking 

2018 legislation that did “little or noth-
ing to strengthen community banks” 
serving underprivileged borrowers. 

John Cochrane, an economist and sen-
ior fellow at the conservative-leaning 
Hoover Institution at Stanford Univer-
sity, charges that Cook’s academic work 
contains “essentially nothing” related to 
monetary policy or “other traditional 
Fed topics”.

However, Tina Smith, a Democratic 
member on the Senate committee, 
called the attacks “unfounded” and said 
they reflected “gross partisan behav-
iour”. Sherrod Brown, the Democratic 

chair of the committee, has highlighted 
the nominees’ stature in public and pri-
vate spheres.

Cook has also been supported by fel-
low academics, such as Peter Henry, an 
economics professor who formerly 
served as dean of New York University’s 
Stern School of Business. He said Cook’s 
discovery of big racial disparities in the 
way that the PPP loans were disbursed 
encapsulated why she was the right 
choice for the Fed’s board. 

“Biden has nominated in Cook some-
one who frankly has been ahead of the 
profession in understanding the impor-
tance of market failures in various con-
texts,” said Henry. “The central theme 
of her research is understanding where 
traditional theories fail to explain the 
real world.”

For Raskin, who previously served on 
the Fed’s board, the criticism has cen-
tred on her push for the central bank to 
take climate-related financial risks 
more seriously. 

Of the 82 people to have served on the 
seven-seat board of governors at the Fed 
since 1935, only three have been black 
men and 10 were white women, accord-
ing to a recent report. 

US central bank

First black woman pick for Fed board faces rocky confirmation 

Support: Lisa Cook has been an 
advocate for black-owned businesses
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i US bargain-hunters fuel Europe M&A
Europe has become the big target for cross-border
dealmaking, as US companies ride a Trump-fuelled
equity market rally to hunt for bargains across the
Atlantic.— PAGE 15; CHINA CURBS HIT DEALS, PAGE 17

i Report outlines longer NHS waiting times
A report on how the health service can survive
more austerity has said patients will wait longer for
non-urgent operations and for A&E treatment while
some surgical procedures will be scrapped.— PAGE 4

i Emerging nations in record debt sales
Developing countries have sold record levels of
government debt in the first quarter of this year,
taking advantage of a surge in optimism toward
emerging markets as trade booms.— PAGE 15

i London tower plans break records
A survey has revealed that a
record 455 tall buildings are
planned or under construction
in London. Work began on
almost one tower a week
during 2016.— PAGE 4

i Tillerson fails to ease Turkey tensions
The US secretary of state has failed to reconcile
tensions after talks in Ankara with President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on issues including Syria and the
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A Five Star plan?
Italy’s populists are trying to woo
the poor — BIG READ, PAGE 11

WORLDBUSINESSNEWSPAPER

Trump vs the Valley
Tech titans need to minimise
political risk — GILLIAN TETT, PAGE 13

Dear Don...
May’s first stab at the break-up
letter — ROBERT SHRIMSLEY, PAGE 12

Lloyd’s of Brussels Insurance market
to tap new talent pool with EU base

JAMES BLITZ — WHITEHALL EDITOR

A computer system acquired to collect
duties and clear imports into the UK
may not be able to handle the huge
surge inworkloadexpectedonceBritain
leaves the EU, customs authorities have
admittedtoMPs.

adjust its negotiation position with the
EU, a Whitehall official said. “If running
our own customs system is proving
much harder than we anticipated, that
ought to have an impact on how we
press forcertainoptions inBrussels.”

In a letter to Andrew Tyrie, chairman
of the Commons treasury select com-

HMRCwarns
customs risks
being swamped
byBrexit surge
3 Confidence in IT plans ‘has collapsed’
3 Fivefold rise in declarations expected
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